
Switching Kibbles for Your Ferret 
 
One of the most commonly asked questions of the American Ferret Association 
(AFA) is “How do I switch my ferret from one kibble to another?” Ferret 
guardians have many reasons for switching foods. Perhaps a kibble brand has 
been recalled or become unavailable due to a disruption in manufacturing. Or, a 
ferret may have developed an illness or allergy that necessitates a food change. 
Most commonly, a change is made to upgrade to a higher quality kibble.  
 
It is best to feed a ferret a mix of several kibbles. In this way, disruptions in 
supply are not catastrophic as might be the case if the ferret only eats a single 
brand. While there is enormous debate over kibble brands fed to ferrets, advice 
on brands is not included in the scope of this article. The key to selecting a high 
quality kibble is to carefully review the ingredients, assuring that specific protein 
sources are stated. For example, meats such as chicken, lamb, beef, turkey, 
duck, salmon, venison, veal or rabbit or even chicken meal or chicken fat are 
fine. Non-specific protein sources such as meat meal or animal fat are not 
recommended. Kibbles with the highest meat content are best, even up to 90%! 
There is an excellent food chart that may be referenced to assist you in kibble 
choices. It breaks down the ingredients and provides content percentages. This 
chart can be found at: http://moredooks.herobo.com/search.php?chart=ferret 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whatever the reason for switching a ferret’s kibble, it is necessary to transition 
from the old food to the new one gradually. This will help avoid gastric 
disturbances that could cause diarrhea, vomiting and even lethargy or 
depression. Ferrets have naturally occurring bacteria to help them digest food 
and abrupt changes in diet can affect that bacteria and its ability to help digest 
food effectively. Also, switching slowly assists ferrets that have imprinted on their 
current food to make a successful switch. This is especially true for ferrets more 
than a year old. Switch the ferret’s kibble (or add to an existing mixture) 
gradually. A transition of approximately 7 days is recommended. By gradually 
decreasing the amount of the old kibble while increasing the amount of new 
kibble, there is a much greater likelihood of success, even with foods upon which 
kits (young ferrets) imprinted.  
 
 



Other techniques that may ease this transition include:  
• Begin by hand feeding some of the new food to your ferret. This provides 

quality bonding time for you and your ferret and may help them acquire a 
liking for the taste of the new food.  

• Mix the new food with the old in a zip-lock bag and place it in the 
refrigerator for a day. This will facilitate the blending of the flavors and may 
ease the transition.  

• Add water to a mix of the old and new kibble and blend it, thus blending 
the flavors.  

• If you give your ferret treats of supplements such as ferretone/furo-tone or 
salmon oil, you can also add a little of this to a mix of the old and new 
kibbles.  

• One additional method is to attempt to use the new kibble as a treat in 
place of products that are regularly used. This may “fool” the ferret into 
liking the new food. 

 
If you have specific concerns about a food and the transition from one kibble to 
another, be sure to consult your ferret-knowledgeable veterinarian. If your ferret 
suffers from health conditions, please be sure to discuss transitioning food with 
your veterinarian before beginning.  
 
Some ferret guardians may also be interested in transitioning from kibble to a raw 
diet. This is an entirely different discussion, which is beyond the scope of this 
article. To learn more about a raw food transition for a ferret, consult this article 
on the AFA web site: http://www.ferret.org/pdfs/education/raw.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit the American Ferret Association to learn all about ferret care, foods & more!	  
The American Ferret Association PO Box 554 Frederick, MD 21705-0554 
Phone: 1-888-FERRET-1 / Fax: 1-240-358-0673 / Web: www.ferret.org / Email: 
afa@ferret.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/americanferretassociation 


